
LIVID TRANQUILITY
Coming from the Latin term lividus meaning a blue-gray color, ironwood trees overhead and trailing indigo below bring livid 
colors into the site.  This color is part of the native Sonoran Desert palette, but the unique concentration of the plantings on 
the northern edge of the Jefferson Park Neighborhood draws attention to the site and defines its identity within Tucson. Livid 
also addresses the expansion of Grant Road, and the impact it has made on Jefferson Park. The juxtaposition of the tranquility 
offered by the walking paths will draw users from the neighborhood and the surrounding community, offering a response to 
transportation coming before community. Tucson’s heat is mitigated through extensive tree canopies across the site, while 
boulder groupings create opportunities for intimate gatherings. Screening along the alley way will decrease sound, views of the 
streetscape, and prevent open access to the neighborhood’s alley system.

Design inspiration was found in the City of Tucson and 
abroad, reimagining successful concepts to bring community 
and identity together on the site. The buffer created along 
the southern border was recreated based on the success 
of the landscape found along Tucson Boulevard south of 
Grant Road. The native vegetation created a dense buffer 
that requires little maintenance. Public art pieces currently 
being installed along the Grant Road expansion can be 
successfully viewed by pedestrians and motorists. Also, 
landscape architect Claude Cormier created public art using 
pink ornaments, that created an inexpensive treatment 
for a neighborhood’s identity that put the community first. 
These examples influenced the seasonal painting structures 
concept as a community installation that would be created 
and installed by residents.

Twelve fifteen-foot poles provide the structural support for six seasonal 
art installations serving as the main entry of the site from Grant Road. 
These ephemeral, community generated paintings will speak directly to the 
identity of the neighborhood, and their seasonal emergence and dispersal 
creates an installation that refuses to fade into the background. The ability 
for community art to shift through the years will speak to the identity of 
Jefferson Park, and bring the neighborhood together to create, and display 
these art pieces. 

EAST SIDE OF FREMONT AVE, 
LOOKING WEST

WEST SIDE OF FREMONT AVE, 
LOOKING SOUTHEAST

PL
A

N
T

IN
G

 D
ES

IG
N

, F
A

LL
 2

01
7,

 M
AT

T
H

EW
 L

U
T

H
ER

A
N

 &
 A

A
RO

N
 JO

H
N

SO
N

GRANT RD

FR
EM

O
N

T
 A

V
E

PA
R

K
 A

V
E

SA
N

TA
 R

IT
A

 A
V

E

PERSPECTIVE A

PERSPECTIVE B

ART DETAIL

RESEARCH

(89) Giant HesperaloeHesperaloe funifera
15 Gal

(135) Trailing DaleaDalea greggii
1 Gal

(39) Desert MilkweedAsclepias subulata
1 Gal

(23) Velvet MesquiteProsopis velutina
15 Gal

(12) MulgaAcacia aneura
15 Gal

(148) Prickly Pear Opuntia engelmannii
5 Gal

(14) Ironwood Olneya tesota
24” Box

(64) Little Leaf CordiaCordia parvifolia
15 Gal

(198) Red YuccaHesperaloe parviflora
1 Gal

(23) Santa Rita Prickly PearOpuntia santarita
5 Gal

(98) Baja Fairy DusterCalliandra californica
5 Gal

(22) Whales Tongue AgaveAgave octifolia
5 Gal

(7) SaguaroCarnegiea gigantea
on site

(41) OcotilloFouquieria splendens
15 Gal
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